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By RUTH NEEDLEMAN 

The Central Intelligence Agency has officially admitted what 
many have known for a long time: it spent millions of dollars over 
the past 10 years to block and then to overthrow the presidency of 
Salvador Allende in Chile. 

Some but by no means all of the details of the CIA’s anti-Allendc 
plotting came to light last week. A few days before' the first 
anniversary of the Sfcpt. 11, 1973 coup, Rep. Michael Harrington 
! (D-Conn.), released a summary of top secret testimony given by 
CIA director William Colby to a House subcommittee last April. 

Among Colby’s admissions was that the CIA had allocated over 
$8 million between 1970 and 1973 to •“destabilize*’ Allcnde’s 
, Popular Unity government. An additional S3 million was spent for 
reactionary causes in the Chilean election of 1964. 

Colby’s testimony also points to Henry Kissinger as the top 
policymaker responsible for the CIA’s Chilean missions. AH 
decisions regarding funding for clandestine operations in Chile, 

’ Colby indicated, were discussed and approved by the secret “40 
Committee.” 

Kissinger headed this body from 1969 in his role as President 
Nixon’s national security advisor. According to high-level 
government sources quoted by the New York Times and the 
Washington Post, Kissinger himself led a “hard line” faction 
demanding swift and forceful action to overthrow the Allende 
government. 

“1 don’t see why,” Kissinger reportedly told the group, “we 
need to stand by and watch a country go communist due to the 
irresponsibility of its own people.” This quote, said the Sept. 11 
New York Times, was originally included in the controversial book. 
“The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence,” but was censored under 
pressure of the intelligence agency. 

State Department officials, in commenting on the revelations, 
clung to their position that there was no U.S. intervention. This 
ludicrous pose is an effort to cover for the Secretary of State. 
Kissinger told reporters shortly after the coup that “the CIA had 
nothing to do with the coup, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief—and I only put in that qualification in case some madman 
appears down there who without instructions talked to somebody.” 
The release of Colby’s testimony shows this statement up as a 
barefaced lie. 
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NOTHING NEW HERE 

Colby’s testimony claimed Chile was a “test case” for CIA 
operations abroad, a trial run for the technique of making huge cash 
payments to bring down a government antagonistic to U.S. 
interests. While the admission that large sums were handed over to 
individuals, political parties, paramilitary groups, media and other 
institutions are to be believed, the assertion that there is something 
unique in all this is beyond credibility. 

The CIA’s infusion of massive amounts of dollars to prop up 
right-wing forces and propel them to overthrow nationalist and 
popular governments is nothing new. In Latin America alone, this 
has been standard policy. Over the past 20 years the U.S. has been 
caught red-handed intervening in Guatemala, Guyana, Brazil, the 
Dominican Republic, Bolivia, Cuba; Uruguay and Chile—with 
Argentina on the upcoming agenda. 

Colby’s testimony also highlights the powerlessness of the State 
Department bureaucracy and of the Congress to affect CIA 
operations. Congress as a whole was never informed of the “40 
Committee” deliberations. Among the clandestine CIA operations 
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